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could not at all vouch for their exactitude. And yet
I was telling them as my own and believing im-
plicitly in them. Mistrust your memory as you do
your wife," he would say in closing, looking at
Eugenie with a whimsical expression that meant of
course that he was teasing her a little. The Emperor
in his familiar movements immensely enjoyed ban-
ter and good-humored irony. As he was always
solemn and reserved in public, those who did not
know him well imagined that he was heavy and un-
responsive. But this was a great mistake. Napoleon
had a light sunny side that accounts largely for the
charm which he occasioned in the eyes and hearts of
all who came close to him and in whom he confided.
Few men had warmer friends and few made fewer
enemies than Napoleon III.

The cabinet formed on January 24, 1851, com-
posed wholly of members chosen outside of the As-
sembly, had lasted three months, when the Prince
President of the Eepublic decided to yield to the
demands of public opinion and select a cabinet taken
entirely from members of the Assembly, hoping by
this means to unite more closely the executive and
the legislative branches of the government. So on
April 4th, of this same year, the Prince charged
Odilon Barrot, one of the old-school French liberals,
with the mission of forming this new ministry. The
President reserved for his friends only the port-
folios of Justice and Firiance, leaving all the other
posts to the Majority. But Odilon Barrot failed.
His friends wished to exclude from the new ministry
all of the supporters of the President. This event is
not always presented in this light; but, nevertheless,
this is the true light. The Prince, therefore, decided

21hich was largely dud to iho fuel thnt th*n mantilla suited the Marquise Pasquier
